
STUARTS COACHES 
Southern Victoria, Phillip Island and the Great Ocean Road 

 
Day 1 (LD): NOWRA TO LAKES ENTRANCE: Friday 01 April 2022  
Welcome to our 10-day tour through Southern Victoria, Phillip Island and the Great Ocean Road. 
We depart at 6.30am from 339 Greenwell Point Road Worrigee and head south, through Batemans 
Bay, and Narooma to Pambula where we stop at Oaklands Barn. Not only will we enjoy a delicious 
lunch here but where will also have time to look around this historic “Oaklands” property which is 
now home to the Village Gallery and Merv’s Shed which houses a huge collection of recycled 
furniture, collectables and glassware. In Orbost we have a look at the Orbost Exhibition Centre. The 
centre is located on the Snowy River and surrounded by beautiful Forest Park. The exhibition is all 
about timber including the National Collection of Wood Design which is on permanent display. 
Finally, we arrive in Lakes Entrance and check into our accommodation for the next 3 nights.  (Dinner 
in motel, lunch at Oaklands Barn & Garden Centre)   
The Esplanade Resort & Spa, Lakes Entrance (3 night stay) 
 
Day 2 (BLD) LAKES ENTRANCE & METUNG: Saturday 02 April 2022   
For anyone who cares to stretch their legs before breakfast, a stroll along the promenade will reveal 
some unique wooden sculptures. A local wood carver has taken the stumps of trees and carved 
them into images of Australia at War. With five main lakes, fed by the waters of four major rivers, 
and fringed by the Ninety Mile Beach, the Gippsland Lakes system is the biggest expanse of inland 
waterways in the southern hemisphere.  This morning our local expert will join us and introduce us 
to town and the surrounding lakes system.  Later we board a cruise which will be a tour highlight. 
Travelling along one of the sensational waterways we’ll be listening to informative commentary 
from our undercover seating on our way to the peaceful town of Metung. Life assumes a relaxed 
pace here, steeped in history of boats, fishing and easy lifestyles, Metung is a picture-book village 
on the shores of Bancroft Bay and Lake King.  Disembarking at the Metung Hotel, lunch will be 
waiting for us. Boarding the coach we head off after lunch to Nyerimilang Heritage Park, a 
homestead used in the late 1800s as a base for fishing holidays. Today, the homestead is protected 
by the National Trust and features a display on the history of Nyerimilang and the natural resources 
and history of the Gippsland Lakes. The semi-formal garden and lawns, with views to the water, 
contain an interesting collection of exotic and native species.  Our day complete, we return to the 
hotel.    
The Esplanade Resort & Spa, Lakes Entrance   
 
Day 3 (BLD) NOWA NOWA & THE BUCHAN CAVES: Sunday 03 April 2022 
Our day begins with a visit to Nowa Nowa and the Mingling Waters Waterfront Wilderness Retreat. 
Here we’ll be inspecting the Ramsdell Timbermill Display Centre and the unique display of 
gemstones and natural wood sculptures. From here we drive north to Buchan – a small timber town 
renowned for a group of spectacular limestone caves located here. We have arranged a guided tour 
of the Royal Cave, including ‘Niagara Falls’ and the ‘Font of the Gods’. We can enjoy our picnic 
lunches here, then we head to the Wyanga Park Winery. Overlooking the North Arm at Lakes 
Entrance, it is the oldest vineyard in East Gippsland. 
 
Day 4 (BLD) HEADING TO PHILLIP ISLAND: Monday 04 April 2022 
Today we are heading to Phillip Island, but along the way we stop for lunch at the Grant Ridge 
Brewery before arriving in Wonthaggi at the State Coal Mine.  In its heyday, the State Coal Mine 
was a bustling network of tunnels, filled with men and pit ponies, dust and dim lights.  Deep below 
the surface, miners toiled to dig the valuable black coal which powered Victoria's railway 



network.  The mine was Wonthaggi's life-blood, and was active from 1909 to 1968.  Preserved by 
Parks Victoria for future generations, this original mine site gives visitors an understanding of the 
life of a miner seventy years ago. From Wonthaggi we head to San Remo and arrive on Phillip Island 
into Cowes where we check into our motel for the next two nights. (Breakfast and dinner in motel, lunch 
at Grand Ridge Brewery)   
Comfort Resort Kaloha, Phillip Island (2-night stay) 
 
Day 5 (BLD) PHILLIP ISLAND: Tuesday 05 April 2022 
Following breakfast, we take a leisurely drive out to the Churchill Island Heritage Farm. In 1976 
Churchill Island was bought by the Victorian Conservation Trust and it is now part of and managed 
by the Phillip Island Nature Park. There are historical displays, including a museum of old farming 
machinery along with working farm animals such as highland cattle, sheep, ducks, chickens and 
Clydesdale horses. For lunch, we arrive at the National Vietnam Veterans Museum, which is 
dedicated to preserving and exhibiting memorabilia from Australia's longest war. The Museum 
currently has over 5 000 artefacts, memorabilia and photographic material which are displayed 
either under glass or in walk-through areas which allow the visitor to fully appreciate what it was 
actually like to be "in country" and absorb the era which was Vietnam. Leaving here we head to the 
Western side of Phillip Island and arrive at the Nobbies Centre. Here we have the chance to explore 
and discover the secrets of the incredible southern marine environment, including seals, sharks and 
dolphins via interactive displays and cameras. This area offers spectacular coastal scenery as well as 
viewing of the offshore seal colony at Seal Rocks.  We also have time to take a virtual journey into 
the wonderful world of the Southern Ocean and Antarctica and engage with the many interactive 
and immersive experiences included through the Antarctic Journey. We return to our hotel to 
freshen up and grab some warmer clothes and then we are off to the brand-new Penguin Parade 
Visitor Centre for dinner followed by the Penguin Parade. The area is a reserve designed to protect 
and promote awareness of Little Penguin (previously called Fairy Penguins).  At sunset, the penguins 
cross Summerland Beach to return to their sand-dune burrows. To see the Penguins come out of 
the surf in small groups and waddle up the beach is a unique and fascinating spectacle.    (Breakfast 
and dinner in motel, lunch at National Vietnam Veterans Museum)   
 
Day 06 (BLD) PHILLIP ISLAND TO GEELONG: Wednesday 6 April 2022 
We have a fantastic day of sightseeing planned today. Leaving Phillip Island we head around to the 
Mornington Peninsula, which is regarded as Melbourne’s summer playground. Our first stop is in 
Tyabb at the famous Tyabb Packing House Antiques Centre. It claims to house Australia’s largest 
collection of antiques and collectables. Not far away is Arthurs Seat - the highest point of the 
Mornington Peninsula. At 300 metres it provides spectacular panoramic views of Port Phillip Bay. 
We board the state-of-the-art Arthurs Seat Eagle Chairlift and take the 14-minute gondola journey 
to the bottom. Our coach will be waiting for us and from here we have lunch at the Peninsula Club 
in Dromana. This afternoon we travel into Portsea and visit the Point Nepean National Park, the 
most westerly point of the peninsula. Closed to the public for over 100 years, Point Nepean National 
Park is now a popular tourist destination and home to the historic Quarantine Station. Here we join 
a shuttle, The Transporter which will take us on a drive out to Point Nepean. We’ll see spectacular 
ocean scenery and have bay views across the ‘rip’ to Point Lonsdale. We’ll have time to inspect the 
old gun placements before returning to the coach and heading to Sorrento. It’s here we board the 
Searoad Ferry across “the Heads” to Queenscliff and then head into Geelong for the next 2 nights 
accommodation. 
Rydges Geelong (3-night stay) 
 
 
 



Day 07 (BLD) GEELONG: Thursday 7 April 2022 
Our touring today takes us around the Geelong area and a local guide will step aboard the coach for 
an interesting and informative commentary. This morning we have arranged a guided tour of the 
Geelong Library and Heritage Centre.  Sophisticated and technology-rich, this world-class facility is 
designed to meet the expectations of 21st century public library users, providing contemporary and 
innovative library and information services. Within the iconic domed building, there are five public 
levels – all beautiful, inspiring and inclusive spaces for reading, studying, meeting, discovery and 
fun. This afternoon we visit the National Wool Museum with its many displays dealing with the arts 
of shearing, wool cleaning, classing, pressing and dispatching. We head back to the motel with time 
to relax before dinner.   
 
Day 08 (BLD) THE GREAT OCEAN ROAD: Friday 8 April 2022 
Australia’s Great Ocean Road is known as one of the most dramatic coastal drives in the world. The 
coastline, although extremely dangerous for the early sailors, is absolutely spectacular. From 
Geelong we travel via Colac to Port Campbell where we can stretch our legs, then we start making 
our way along the coast, taking a look at Loch Ard Gorge and the Twelve Apostles. Our lunch stop 
is in Apollo Bay and this afternoon we take in the spectacular scenery as we pass through Lorne, 
Anglesea and Torquay, with our final stop for the day at The Great Ocean Road Chocolaterie.  
 
Day 09 (BLD) GEELONG TO ALBURY: Saturday 09 April 2022 
From Geelong we head to Werribee and take a look at the Werribee Park Mansion, long regarded 
as Victoria's finest rural colonial homestead.  On arrival we take a walk through the State Rose 
Garden. The garden features 4500 plants from 100 species in the shape of a giant Tudor rose. Next, 
we take a self-guided tour of this very majestic house. The mansion, built in the Classical Revival 
style boasts 60 rooms, a central tower and single-storey arcade. Built of bluestone faced with local 
freestone, it can be considered an Australian version of the English country house and garden and 
a symbol of Australia's pastoral elite in the colonial era. Our lunch venue is overlooking the water at 
Caroline Springs and his afternoon we by-pass Melbourne and make our way to Benalla for our 
afternoon stop, then arrive in Albury for the final night of our tour. 
Quality Siesta Resort, Albury (1-night stay) 
 
Day 10 (BL) HEADING HOME: Sunday 10 April 2022 
All good things must come to an end unfortunately!  Following breakfast and our check-out 
procedures, we hit the highway and start the last leg of our tour home. (Breakfast in Hotel, Lunch 
at Gunning) 
 
Cost: $3470.00p.p Twin Share                  $4270.00 Single Supplement  
 
Deposit: $500.00 per person require upon Booking  
 
Balance: Due 18th February 2022  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Booking Terms & Conditions 
Accommodation is on share room basis in Motels, Hotels etc. The accommodation named may be 
altered without notice. 
The right is reserved to amend or modify the Itinerary at any time without notice for unpredictable 
weather or road conditions or for any other reason beyond our control. 
 
Cancellation Fees: In the event of cancellation of a tour the following fees apply: 

 60 days or more prior to departure, loss of deposit. 
 Between 14 and 59 days prior to departure, 50% of tour price. 
 Less than 14 days prior to departure, 100% of tour price. 

 
Refunds: No refund will be made for any unused portion of the tour after departure. 
 
Responsibilities: Stuarts Travel advises that the service it provides is for the booking and 
packaging of goods and services provided by other operators such as hotels, motels and 
transportation companies. Passengers are advised to familiarize themselves with the terms and 
conditions on which these services are supplied. 
Accordingly, Stuarts Travel will not be responsible and will be excluded from any liability for any 
loss, damage, omission or acts being negligent or otherwise, committed by the operators of airlines, 
coach lines, rail travel, hotels/motels or attractions used in connection with the tour 
The operator of this tour is Stuarts Travel Pty Ltd – 
Payment to Stuarts Travel acknowledges that you have read, understand and accept these 
booking conditions 
 


